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Profile
Senior Albanian political leader, political economist, and international policy expert with extensive experience in parliamentary diplomacy, governance, and social policy. Former Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Member of the Parliament of Albania for four consecutive mandates, and Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Deputy Speaker Parliament of Albania.

Active internationally on issues related to democratic governance, social development, gender equality, and international cooperation, with long-standing engagement in European and global policy initiatives.

Current Positions
· Member, Academy of Arts and Sciences of Albania

· Board Member, Albanian Institute for International Studies (AIIS)

· Member of the Advisory Board, International Coalition – Combat Antisemitism Movement (Israel)

· President and Founder of the Advisory Board, Albanian Center for Population and Development (ACPD), founded in 1995. 
· Co-Founder and Vice-President, UNESCO Center for Women and Peace in the Balkans. Headquarter in Thessaloniki Greece.
Parliamentary and Government Leadership
	2002 – 2017
	Member of Parliament, Assembly of the Republic of Albania

	2014 – 2017
	Vice-President, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2014 – 2017
	Vice-President, Socialists, Democrats and Greens, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2013 – 2017
	Chairwomen of the Albanian Delegation, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2013 – 2017
	Member, Political Affairs Committee
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2013 – 2017
	Member, Monitoring Committee
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2014 – 2017
	Rapporteur for Moldova, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

	2009 – 2013
	Vice Chair, EU–Albania Inter-Parliamentary Committee for Stabilization and Association

	2007 – 2009

2006 – 2009
	Leader, Socialist Parliamentary Group, Parliament of Albania 

Chairwoman, Committee on Education and Culture
Central European Initiative (CEI) Parliamentary Dimension


Ministerial and Parliamentary Committee Roles
	2002 – 2004
	Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Government of Albania

	2005 – 2013
	Chairwoman, Parliamentary Commission for Education and Media

	2004 – 2005
	Chairwoman, Parliamentary Commission for EU Integration

	2004
	Chairwoman, Parliamentary Commission for Labor and Social Affairs

	
	


Earlier Academic and Professional Career
	1995 – 2002
	Executive Director, Albanian Center for Population and Development

	1983 – 1988
	Editor-in-Chief, Magazine “Shqiptarja e Re”

	1979 – 1987
	Lecturer in Political Economy, Faculty of Economics
University of Tirana


International Engagement and Institutional Commitments
	Since 1994
	Co-Founder and Vice-President, UNESCO Center for Women and Peace in the Balkans

	
	Member, UN Expert Group in Vienna on the European Strategy for Population Aging

	1998 – 2002
	Executive Board Member, Albanian Civil Society Foundation (DANIDA)

	1997 – 2002
	President, Albanian NGOs Forum (umbrella organization of approximately 300 NGOs)

	She has been actively engaged at national and international levels in United Nations conferences, preparatory commissions, and special sessions addressing population and development, gender equality, and social policy. In this capacity, she has participated as an NGO representative in international advocacy, policy dialogue, and institutional consultations within the UN framework.

Her involvement includes participation in key global processes such as the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo) and its review processes (Cairo+5 and Cairo+10), as well as the Beijing World Conference on Women at its subsequent review processes (Beijing+5, Beijing+10, Beijing+15 and Beijing+20), including the Geneva Regional Review. She has also contributed as a speaker and advocate in international initiatives such as the UNFPA “Face to Face” Campaign, UNDP, UNIFEM etc. supporting global discussions and policy development on population, development, and gender equality.


Education
University of Tirana, Faculty of Economics
Degree in Political Economy
Specialisation in US, Rutgers University, Netherlands etc.
Publications
Books

· Analiza, Refleksione, Opinion, Raporti delikat midis lirisë fjalës përmes rrjeteve Sociale dhe respekti ndaj individit.  – Botimet TOENA, 2025

· La Politica Come Idea – Grupo Editoriale BONANNO, Rome, 2023

· Politika si Ide (Politics as Idea) Albania – Botimet Toena, 2021

· On the Constitution of the Republic of Albania – 2016

· Asimetritë e Zhvillimit si Shkak i Varfërisë – with Kosta Barjaba, 2016 

· Të Drejtat Riprodhuese – with Vladimir Misja etc. Botimet “LUARASI” 1997

Articles and Policy Publications

· “Tolerance and Coexistence” – Jerusalem Post, 2022

· “There is no sustainable development without the integration of women in this process” – SÜDOSTEUROPA Mitteilungen, Germany, 2015

· UN Women / UNDP publication: The Post-2015 and Sustainable Development Goals Agenda, Ensuring the centrality of gender equality and women’s empowerment in the next framework, 2013

· Albania Shadow Report on the Implementation of convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW), 2002

Research and Studies

· Shoqëria Shqiptare Përballë Sfidave të Trafikut të Grave dhe Vajzave (2000)

· Social Assessment of Albania, Forgotten Countries with Dire Needs – Population Institute, Washington DC (2000)

· Studi e Ricerche delle Associazioni di Donne Albanesi, Dora D’Istria (1998)
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